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that the most substantial work was really done by the untouchables.
They were giving up drink and carrion and taking to khaddar.
Had I not been told that the people I met at this station, Jhar-
singada, were untouchables, I should not have distinguished them
from the rest of the company.

KHADDAR

At Raigarh I was astounded to hear that there was not a
single spinning-wheel. The men who had come to meet me quietly
told me that some of them wore what the poor people from the
interior brought. They informed me that khaddar has become
very popular among the people in the villages and that, if there
was more interest taken in the work, it could easily become uni-
versal. The people of the Central Provinces including Chhatis-
garh are specially adapted for the wheel and the loom which mere-
ly await organization.

SPLITTING HAIRS

A well-known Congressman for whom I have great regard
and who prides himself of being a disciplinarian was found the
other day not being wholly dressed in khaddar. I thought that
he was fully dressed in khaddar. But the friends who lived in the
same town with him knew better and asked me to persuade this
friend to respect the Congress resolution. The friend frankly ad-
mitted that all the articles of his clothing were not made of khaddar,
but said that, in having come to me, he was not on Congress work.
This was a hair-splitter for which I was wholly unprepared, espe-
cially from a disciplinarian. I enjoyed no private relations with
him. He came to discuss with me public affairs and, therefore, I
thought that, in coming to see me, he had come on Congress or
public work. But the friend held otherwise and said that he came
to see me not on Congress business. I told him such hair-split-
ting distinctions delayed the advent of swaraj. The Congress reso-
lution, in my opinion, provides for exceptional circumstances in
which khaddar dress may be dispensed with without the wearer
forfeiting his membership. It does not absolve members from the
natural obligation to wear khaddar on all occasions. If men at
the top resort to fine distinctions for not wearing khaddar, it is
impossible for the common folk to conform to the khaddar dress
unless it becomes cheaper and more easily available than foreign
calico. They expect the leaders to go the whole length in order
to enable them to go a quarter.
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